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Biography of Death Notice  N. 17 

 

The Region of Peru recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear brother, Luis 

Santiago VALENCIA MÁLAGA, of the community of San Antonio, Callao, Peru, who 

died in the service of the Blessed Virgin on June 27, 2021, in Lima, Peru, at the age of 

72 with 53 years of religious profession. 

  

Bro. Santiago was born in the city of Mollendo, Arequipa, Peru, on June 21, 1949. After 

his family moved to Callao, he attended high school at the Marianist School of San 

Antonio, finishing his studies in 1966. Having felt the call to religious life, he entered 

the Marianist Novitiate in Lima in 1967.  He pronounced his first religious vows on 

March 10, 1968. From 1968 to 1971 he pursued higher education at the Universidad 

Santa María de Arequipa and the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Lima. 

  

Between 1972 and 1973, he began his work as a teacher at the schools of San José 

Obrero and San Antonio del Callao. From 1974 to 1976, he continued his studies at 

the Catholic University graduating with a degree in education in 1977. In 1978 Santiago 

was, once again, a teacher at Colegio San Antonio. Between 1979 and 1980, he 

studied theology in Switzerland.  Returning to Peru in mid-1980, he was assigned to 



Colegio Santa Maria. The following two years were dedicated to teaching at Colegio 

San Antonio. 

  

Between 1982 and mid-1984 he returned to Europe to study catechetics at the Salesian 

University in Rome. Upon his return, he went as a teacher to the San José Obrero 

School in Trujillo.  The following year he became the principal of the same school, a 

position he held for two years. In 1987, he returned to the school of San Antonio as a 

teacher and assistant principal of the elementary school.  At the same time, was 

appointed Superior of the Marianist Community, remaining there until 1993. 

  

At the end of 1993, he was elected Superior of the then Marianist Province of Peru, a 

position he held for two terms until 2002. During this time, the Province became a 

Marianist Region, the Regional Office was consolidated, and the Regional Office of 

Marianist Education was organized as it is today. In addition, he founded in Callao the 

Bro. Thomas Helm Center, which cares for the neediest children and provides them 

with religious formation.  He also founded the Father Albert Mitchel Youth Center, 

which serves the youth of Chacala, providing them with the means of study and 

formation. In addition, during his term as Provincial Superior, the María Madre del Buen 

Consejo Rural Pastoral Center was created in Otuzco, thus establishing the basis for 

other Marianist foundations in this city. 

  

At the end of this fruitful work, Bro. Santiago spent a "sabbatical year" in the Community 

of Santa Maria.  He then resumed his educational work, particularly at the Thomas 

Helm Center, working to continue the development of this program. At the same time, 

he accompanied the Marianist Affiliates of Callao. In 2003, he became the Director of 

the Vocation Ministry Office of the Region. 

  

In 2008, he returned to his beloved school of San Antonio, this time to live in the 

community. Then in 2011, he was appointed Director of the Latin American Center for 

Marianist Formation (CELAFOM), a position he held with great enthusiasm until 

November 2016. 

  

On January 1, 2020, he began working as Regional Assistant in the Education 

Office.  Santiago accepted this task with great pleasure and joy despite the fact that he 

was not in good health. 

  

During his life, it was always pleasant to listen to his talks on the Marianist Charism 

and Spirituality. We remember him for his good sense of humor and his peculiar 



 

greeting: "youth is a divine treasure" and above all for his great love for our Mother 

Mary. 

  

At dawn on June 27, 2021, our dear Brother Santiago departed to the house of our 

Heavenly Father, after having dedicated almost his entire life to the Society of Mary 

and Marianist education. 

  
  

 


